In the 2025 season, the RTV Slovenia Big Band proudly celebrated its 80th anniversary—marking eight decades of continuous musical creation and cultural contribution. Founded in 1945 by the visionary composer and conductor Bojan Adamič, the ensemble is one of the oldest jazz big bands in Europe and an essential part of Slovenia’s musical and cultural identity. Throughout its history, the Big Band has played a crucial role in developing and spreading a love for jazz across Slovenia, inspiring generations of musicians and audiences alike.
Originally known as the Dance Orchestra of Radio Ljubljana, the Big Band rose to international prominence under the leadership of Jože Privšek, establishing itself as a leading European jazz orchestra. In 1978, the ensemble received the Deutsche Phono Akademie Award in Germany, a significant recognition of its artistic excellence.
Renowned for its versatility and stylistic breadth, the Big Band performs everything from classic jazz and swing to funk, soul, Latin, pop, film scores, and orchestral crossover projects. Its ability to adapt to a wide range of musical formats—from radio and television productions to major concert stages—has made the band a vital and dynamic force in Slovenian cultural life.
Over the decades, the RTV Slovenia Big Band has collaborated with some of the world’s most acclaimed jazz artists, including Paquito D’Rivera, Toots Thielemans, Michel Legrand, Kurt Elling, Bob Mintzer, Clark Terry, Duško Gojković, Mike Stern, Joe Lovano, James Carter, Seamus Blake, Don Menza, Marshall Gilkes, Bart Van Lier, Patrick Bartley Jr., Carmen Bradford, Alex Sipiagin, Mario Biondi, Mats Holmquist, New York Voices, and many others. These collaborations have enriched the ensemble’s musical identity and further elevated its international profile.
Today, the Big Band features top-tier Slovenian jazz musicians, many with international training and recognition. Since 2025, the ensemble’s artistic director has been Matjaž Mikuletič—an acclaimed trombonist, composer, and arranger—while Tadej Tomšič serves as regular conductors.
With a legacy spanning eight decades, the RTV Slovenia Big Band remains a cultural ambassador for Slovenia—dedicated to preserving tradition, embracing innovation, and sharing the transformative power of jazz with audiences both at home and around the world.

